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"Can I do it?" I askher, noddingto the scissors.

She hesitates for only a moment before putting the scissors in my

hand. I pinch my hair between two fingers the way I ve seen her do

it, and I think about shifting them higher, so I trim off more than

just an inch. What if I cut my hair at my chin? Could I be someone

different then?

Don'tberid,iculous,I tell myself. Ahaircut doesnt change aperson.

But I'm just so desperate to be different. To be the person I'm

supposed to be.

Desperate to be the person who fits here, in our faction, in our

home, instead of the one who doesnt.

I close the scissors over the first lock of hair, and cut.

\{r uorurnls humming.

She onlv ever hums roi

Right no* she-s choppi-n* <

n-iththe music.

I slide myknife alongtl

the pot. Thev sizzle in.the ,

'Thank you for doi-ng r

me crY.

'Of course.-

Iwashthe cuttilgboar

our faction s motto that ha

made it. The little knots a:

M1 fathertaps the do,or

Mv mother looks up a

most important man in t

ing to fret about. She pur

of vegetable broth orier c

together at the courr€r tr

thvme for me.
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In these moments, I think that I canbelong here. Working side

by side with my mother. A quiet song in a quiet kitchen. The beauti-

ful simplicity of an Abnegation life spent searching for ways to help

other people, in actions big and small. My mother has accomplished

both. She oi'ganizes volunteers to help the factionless and to restore

the r,r.orn-down parts of the city; people in our faction routinely

come to her for counsel; and rny father, alv'ay-s so convinced of his

own point of view, seeks her wisdom constantly. How can I not want

that for myself? AIife well-lived" A guarantee of meaning.

It's not that I don't want it, I guess. It's that I'm not right for it.

'Are you nervous for tomorrow?" she asks me-quiet, Iike it's a

seclet.

Torrorrow is the aptitude test. It wiII tell n1e . . . everything.-Who

I anr \\-here I belong. Itu,illtell mewhatto choose. Howto untie this

knor inside me that's been getting tighter and tighter for months.

Our city is divided into five factions. Each one wraps itself

around a virtue like people huddled around a hearth fire. For our

faction, that virtue is selflessness. For Erudite, intelligence. For

Amity. kindness. For Candor. honesty. And for Dauntless, bravery.

Evervthing u.e do-our jobs, our clothes, the way we speak, the way

rr.e act-has its foundation in our virtue of choice.

My mother's shoulder is warm where it presses against mine.

"Yes." I admit. "I'm nervous."

She puts an arm around me and squeezes. "Just remember: the

test rvon't teII you anything you don't already know."

Nly stomach churns. She puils ar^,ay as the front door opens and

the council Ieader's lowvoice fills the entryway.

Children arent allor-ed to r

it's just as well, because Il
said to me. It's only*-hen I

just swirling my spoon in r

carrot into my mouth.

The council Ieader's ru

my father: tall, short brc

a way of making all peol

p oint-individuals disapp

left. But my father's face

Marcus's is unreadable. I'
knowhim at all.

My father says grief ca:

has had more grief than m

Eaton died from comFlicar

knowherwell, but I remem

or friendiy as the otherAl

have broken something i:

Choosing Ceremonr'. he lr

factionhe chose instead. \,
in touch with your child if '

Facti on b efore bl o o d. That

Marcus has been comir

son left us-so, for two vear

"What areyou growingi

is asking Mrs. Black. She r

Robert. was working ia e:

because Rohert and Susan a

"The radishes are flou:

6



L

eq] er€ sy, 'serldsr >lcBlfl 'srl{ .'SurqsrrnolJ erB saqsrpeJ aqL,

'qeIB3 puE eru e{rl }sn[ 'sur.^a] IEure]ErJ ere uESns puE usqou esneJeq

Jer{}e8o} paJrpd eJE^r sarlrureJ JnO 'Jer[Jee ur Bur{Jo,ry\ sB,^. 'Uaqou

'uos rar{ }Br{} uepre8 dlrunruuroc eq} sunr eqs '>lcelfl 'sr1q 8ur1se sr

raqlour dur .,lseu8y'rea,( srqluepre8 eq] rrl8ur,,*or8 nod ere ]Erll6,,

sruad o,,'rl roJ 'os-sn UeI uos

srLI acurs >lee.,t{ e ecuo Jeuurp JoJ Ja,\o Surruoc uaaq ser{ snJJE}{

's,r,r.e1 lsaq8rq rno Jo euo s,lBqJ 'poonatotaquotong

'uorlceJ rnod a.tea1 ,(arIl JI ppqc "rnod qlr,f\ r{Jno} ur

,(e1s 1.uop nod osneceq 'euo1e sr sncJBi,^[ 
^\oNI 

'p?a]sur asorlc eq uor]ce+

qolqna reqruarrrr l.uop I 'uorle8auqv UeI aq 'duourare3 Bursoori3

srr{ }B 're1e1 sree.{ 'esnBJOq 'uos Jreq} ur Surqlaruos rre{orq o^Er{

+snru rTleap raH '.a,l"eu>l 
I ueuo^\ uorlr8auqy rar{}o orl} sB dlpuar.r; ro

urJe-/r sE ],usena er{s :Jar{ Jo d"re,a,r.8uraq JeqruaruJJ J }nq 'lle.^\ JerI,&\ou{

l.uplp 1 'dcueu8erd puocas rer{ q}I^\ suorlecrlduroc uror+ parp uoleg

udla,rg 'uos E pup 'eJuo eJl,ryr B per{ eH '}sour ueql;srr8 ororrr pel[ seri

snJJBI,^[ puu 'prervrur uJn] aldoad e>IBru uec ;arr8 sdes raq+e; d1q

'lle te lurq.t\ou{

l,uop I pu€ 'eJrl eloq.^a dru urrq ur!\ou{ e^.I 'elqepeeJun sr s.sncJEW

pue 'lqledurds ienladrad ur peseerc sr ecEJ s rerIlEJ ,(ru ing '1;a1

s.ler{t 11e sr pooB a^r}cello) eq} pue 'readdesip slenpr^rpur-1urod

eIoT{.^. er{} s,}pq} pue'erues eq} >IooI eldoad 11e Surleur;o de,tl e

seq uorle8euqv 'sarTlolc der8 'rreq u^\orq uor{s '11e1 :raq1e; dru

a>III lsnl s{ool eH 'uo}Eg sncre4 sr eureu s,repeel Ilcunor er{I
'qlnoul 

^ur 
olur ]0JJe.)

auros doocs I ']I Surlea Jo peelsur dnos dur ur uoods ,(ru 8ur1.rr,u.s 1sn[

ru.I ezrIEeJ I ]Er{} aur uo sada s.uesns IOoJ I ueq.ll.,{1uo s,r1 'aru o} prES

raqlour dur Surqr lsel eql,(q pelce"rlslp ur.I esneceg 'lla^\ sE 1sn[ s,1r

pue 'uorle8euqyur elqel reuurp eq] ]E >llel o] pe.^aoll? ],uere uerplrr{D

fe,s-u

pue suado Joop luor; a{r s

*',rou-1-rpr

eql :Jeqrreuer lsnf_ 'saza;

'eurur lsuru8e sasserd t
-ecroqJ 

J

du,at aqt '>1eeds aaa. de,tr aqr

d"re,rerq 'ssalluneq JoJ pu'

rog'ecua8lllelq'atrpn-q1

rno rod 'errJ queeq E Pun

;1es1r sder,r erro qeql 's'r

'sqluour ro;ralq8qpue.

srql ellun olr}roH 'esooqJ ol

oqlq'8urq+draaa''' eulfe

B s,lr e{rl '1ernb-eu s{su,

'1I roJ lq8rr 1ou u.I tEr1r

'Suruueu;o aeilr

lue.& lou I uec n oH dltuers

slq Jo pacurluoc os sde,tqu

dleurlnor uorlceJ Jno rrr J

eJolseJ 91 pue sseluorlJE} e

paqsrldurorce seq Jeqloru r

dleq o1 sde-r* ro; Surqrreas j

-Ilneeq eqJ'ueqcrl ramb

aprs 8ur>po11 'eraq 8uo1aq

lil,iltfilmr



tomatoes, which we've had trouble with in the past-Robert has

been readingup on soil composition for us."

Robert's face is already red. His complexion makes him easy to

read: He gets red when he's angry, red when he's embarrassed, red

when he tries to lie. Right now I think he's just red because Marcus

is lookingathim.

'iSoiI composition," Marcus says. "Sounds very scientific."

It's not a compliment. My faction is suspicious of scientific pur-

suits. The science itself isnt the problem-there are Abnegation

doctors, after all, and they have to understand science for their

work. But the line between pursuing it for other people's benefit and

pursuingit foryour own interest is a fine one, as we're oftenwarned.

Robert stares at his plate.

"Oh, perhapso" my mother chimes in, smiling at him. "But

Robert's focus is always the communal good, Couircil Leader. Not a

mere idle curiosity."

Robert's returned smile is grateful.

'And your two?" Marcus asks my mother. "Still volunteering at

the hospital?"

"Caleb iso" my mother replies. "Beatrice has been joining me in

serving the factionless."

'Ah, I see." Marcus's voice'softens, and he looks at me in a way

that seems to measure and then approve me.

My face heats, and I look at my bowl. For most people, being

Iooked at that way by a council leader-the final word of not only our

faction but our city's entire government-would be flattering. But it
just makes me feel like a fraud. The factionless-those who were cast

out of their factions, or failed their factions' initiations-are in need,

Andyes, I've been joining my mother in her efforts to help them. But

I hate every second of it.

I

Some of them are kind

doing. Most of them just r

of them are insulting. 5;

Alnegation, or faction sru

and order me to bringther

myself, and I never do. I'm

to be focused on doing goo

There are a lot of things

'Such critical, necessart

My face gets even hotter.
*Everyone has a place i

li-ke Caleb's-almost seem t
nert-"

-Yes. Of course.-

The news brief comes or

bo*"l, the screen inthe lrzll f
the morning report comes r

reports appear whenever th
father often complains abo

reports duriq the A-bnegzri

spite us. Given w-hat ther're

I read the words as ther i

ABNEGATICN LE

ALI.EGAT]ONS

Lost week, o reporl issr-e
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of eoch foction ho're been colled upon to siore memories in

the voult os port of on initiotive by Abnegoiion leodership "to

improve cily recordkeeping," os Council Member Andrew Prior

cioimed ot the time of proposino it. Buf when oskecj obout the

connection between the concerning cognilive sympioms experi-

enced b), Dountless officers ond the visits lo the Memory Vouh,

Council Lecrder ,\4crrcus Eolon-notobly the only person in the

city with fuil occess io the Memory'Voult's systems-dismissed

the crllegolions os "ronsense," decloi-ing thot lhe report wos "c

flogronl ottempt by Erudite leoderJeonine Mofihervs to delerio-

rcte the oublic's cenfidence in iheir leodership."

Marcus's face is. as ever, unreadable.

"Ludicrous," my father says. shaking hjs }read. He looks at my

mother. "The way they phrase everything-I 'claim' my proposai was

to improve city recordkeeping, like it can't possihly be the truth.

And you, Marcus-'dismissing' and 'declaring' things like some

kind of tyrant-"
"They're doubling down," \,Irs. Black cuts in, hervoice quiet. The

cancllelight flickers tiver her cheekbones. "They're determined to

erode our reputation-"
"Reputation is an egocentric concept," Marcus says, a mild chas-

tisement. "My concern is r,t ho they're getting their information from."

And then rvords are bubbling out of me like boiling water teem-

ing over: "So their information is right?"

Everyone at the table turns to look at me at once.

"Beatrice," my mother says. Awarning.

I curse niyself silently. I didn't mean to say anything, but now it's

too late.

'Are you questioning our faction's integrity?" Marcus asks me.
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